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HE Story of the Swedes, I forefee, will 
lead me into a Chapter which I had 
delign’d as the Third in Order, The 

Order ot my Story direéted me, 

Firft, 7o treat of the French Greatne/s. 

Secondly, By what means they came to be fo 
Great. 

Thirdly, The Influence the Greatnefs of France 
bas now, and for a long time bas bad, om the 
Affairs of Europe. 

I made a beginning upon the Second Article, 
as in the Review, N* 33 —— but Iam call’d 
off from that Head by the Unforefeen. Move- 
ments of this French Power ; and upon, I think, 
a vety juft Motive, have entred on the pre- 
fent Affair of the World, being the Support 
and Encreale of this Power. 

Indeed I detign’d this but as a Digreffion, 
and thought to have gone thro’ it in two or 
three Papers: But the Field is fo large, the pre- 
fent Scene opens into fo vafta Subject, that I 
chufe to make a Breach in the Order of Hifto- 
ty, and place the Chapter of Effeéts before that 
cf Cavfes, rather than omit fee of fuch 

ort in the proper Seafon of it. ; 
ae to aes Cac iieteadl who have objected 
againft me, That I do not keep to the Text; 
and from thence, Cenfure the Coherence of my 
Story, that I call it 4 Review of the Affairs of 
France, and extend it to all the Affairs of Eu- 
rope. I think they are anfwered in telling them, 
That when the Power and Greatnels of France 


ceafes to Embroil the Reft of Europe, or-when 
they will name me the time when jt did not 
do fo, then Y'll tell them, how it is pofible to 
write a Hiftory of the Affairs of France, with- 
out entring into part of the Story of moft of 
the Princes and States of Europe 3 and till then, 


I moft tell an Angry, Namelefs Gentleman, :who. 


fent mea Scurrilous Letter on that Head. ‘that- 
his Epiftle has too little Argument, as well as’ 
ae to deferve any other Asfwer chan 
this. 

For this Reafon, and not at all to an{wer the: 


Cavils of thofe, who take, upon them to cenfure 


the Order of our Story; I think my felfoblig’d 
*o adjourn the Second Chapter, and ‘begin ‘here 
with the Third, viz. 

The Influence the prefent Greatne{s cf France 
now ‘bas, and for along time paft, bas bad, 
on all the Publick Affzirs of Europe. 

This: is a Vaft, and almoft Impenetrable 
Depth of Story, andI dare not promife.I fhall 
give the World an exaé. Hiftory of all.the 
Wheels, which France by its Power and. Greate 
nefs, has given Motion to, even within‘ the 
Wheels of its Neighbour Governments. 

The Brigues, the Intrigues fhe has manag’d 
in the Councils and Courts of her Neighbours 
are fo many, have foch an infinite Variety, 
and have been manag’d with fo much Finenefs: 
or Policy, fuch Foretight and Addrefs, that 
I prefume no Hiftorian in the World is able to. 
give a compleat accouut of them, 

: Uu To 


[ 186 J 


To write a Hiftory of them would be to 
dive into the Infcrutable Councils of Cardinal 
Ricbliew and Mazarine, and abftra& the Jour- 
nals of Mefheurs Colbert and Louvois. The French 
Policies have been laid too deep, and thefe 
Enineat Minifters of State dealt too much in 
the Cluuds, to have their Meafures diffefted 
or defcrib’d by the Hiftorians, or fu much as 
copied by Pofterity. 

AY tho! in ete Procefs of thefe Papers, I 
noay have occafion to inform the World of fome 
Particulars, which are known to be but very 
few ; yet I thall pretend to but a {mall Portion 
of the Privacies of rhefe pet Men, and fhail 
think my felf arid this Age alfo exceedingly 
oblig’d to any Gentlemen of that Nation, who 
will furnifh me with fuch things of this Nature, 

which Memory may have recorded, and is not 

to be found in Books. : 

Under this Head, I hope, I may be allow’d 
to treat of all thofe. feveral Aftions now up- 
on the Wheel of Management in Europe: And 
whereas all Europe in now engag’d for the Re- 
duétion of this Prodigy of Power, the French 
Grandeur, and hard is the Struggle to keep 
it from over-ruaning us all. It cannot but be 
aufeful piece of Labour, as much as one Head 
can be Mafter of ir, to difclofe to the World 
the fecrec Machines, the Policy , the Arts 
by which France bas brought its Neighbours, 
Hay, even its Enemies, to (ubferve, promote, 
and in effect eftablifh the Greamels and Power 
Which it now enjoys, nay, to the very Ruine and 
Deftrudtion of themfelves. 

I muft here confefs, 1 am_ now brought to 

' the very Center and Heart of my Defign, IT ac- 
knowledge this very Head was the Reafon and 

Original of writing this Paper; and tho’ in that 

Place of my Undertaking I did not pees I 

fhould have reach’t this Article at leaft for this 

Twelve-month to come, yet as Ufefulnefs is, 

or ought to be the Principal Aim of Hiftorians, 

fo in this Cafe I make even my Method as well 
as Defign ftoop to it. 

If I fuffer fome Scandal for the Irregularity 
of my Wri:'ng, this is my Apology: And as it 
is bo.h a true, a juttifiable, and the beft Anfwer, 
T offer it to all the future Cavils of Quarrelfome 
Objefors; and who ever he is that fhall dif- 
like my Method, will in vain look for any other 
till he has replied co this. ———= 

f any Man ask me, What is all this to 
the Swede ? 1 fhall readily anfwer, Very 
much, begging his Swedifb Buty? Pardon, 
for any Indecency of Expreifion, 1 have 
been flating the Cafe, whether the prefent 


Affaic of the Swede is not the Support of 
the French Power? I believe no Man will dif- 
pute, Whether the prefent Affairs of France is 
the Support of the Swedifh Power. 

‘The Broil, b the Swede and the Pole. 
as ic concern’d: Livoni1z, I believe no part of 
Europe would-have meddl’d with: But Lam to 


be allowed to fay, that ever fince the Entrance — 


of Guftavas Adolphus into the Empire, when he 
went much nearer the Diffulving the Jmperiak 
Power than the Frénch and Bavarian have done 
now, and when if he had not been kili’d at the 
Great Battel of Lutzem, he had been at the 
Gates of Prague in 12 Days time, and at Viennz 


in a little more: Ever fince this, I fay, it has 


been aconftant Maxim in the Jmperial Councils, 
if pofble, never to fuffer the Swedes to make 
War in Germany. 

And therefore in the laft War between the 
Poles and the Swedes, when ihe Swedes were 
alfo much more likely than now to ruine Poland, 
and at the point to Diffolve the whole Poli 
Government, and make all that vaft Counctrya 
.Province of the Swedifh Empire, having Driven 
King Cafimire quite out of Poland, aud forcd 
him to take Sanétuary in Silefia. ; 


' Tho" the Emperor did not concern himfeli in 


the beginning of that Broil, yet when he faw 
the Swedifb Banners, which have always been 
Terrible to the Empire, {preading them{clves 
upon the Confines of Poland, even to the Fron- 
tiers of Aungary, he thought “twas time then 
to afift the Pole; andtho’ the King of Sweden, 
provok'd by the Dane, as, is noted in the Ree 
view, N® 34. quitted his Conquefts in Poland, 
to Revenge himfelf of that Prince, gave that 
asa good Reafon; yet’tis plain his Atfairs were 
Declining very much in foluzd before that, 
and the Sweles had been oblig’d to quita great 
part of their Polifh Conquetis, before the King 
of ‘Poland being affifled by the Emperor. °Tis 
true the Emperor did not declare himfelf, be- 
caufe the Swedes Retreat prevented; but if be 
had continued in Poland, it was very likely the 
reas Imperial Ferce.had been turn’d agaiaft 
im. 

From this General Maxim of the Emperous, 
it would of courfe have tollow’d,that had not the 
Influence of French Power given the Empire, 
and indeed all Germiny, a compleat Divertion, 
the Swede could never have Carried his 
War in Poland on to this Dangerous ex- 
treme ; or if he had, it would neceffarily have 
brought the Forces of the Empire upon him, 
which he would not have been: & able to, En- 
gage with. "Sis 


tirely, all the fides of the 
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'Tis true, the Yellow Crofs hasbeena Ter- 
for to the Roman Eagle, but it was when two 


thirds of the Empire fellin with the Swedes, 


the Eleétors of arene and Saxony en- 

Itick, almoft all 
the Circles of Lower Saxony, Upper Saxony, and 
Franconia; whereas now I think ’tis eafy to judge 
in this Quarrel, the Swede would have bur a 
oping in the Empire, the Caufe being quite 
different. 

For this reafon, I fay, the Brench Greatnefs 
Influences all this Matter -—— Now I’il Grant, 
meerly to pleafe the Swedes, and their Advo- 
cates, that there is mo manner of Correfpon- 
dence in Affairs between the Swedes and the 
French, that the Swedes are purfuing their Con- 
quefts and Advantages in Poland, meerly as fuch, 


without any Regard tothe Fremcb, their Inte- 


refts, or Concerns; and that the French Purfue 
their ufual Ambicious Meafures, without any De- 
pendence upon, or Expeél 
fion made by the Swedesy-it will however be 
Granted me, that there is then a ftrange. For. 
tuitous Connexion between: their Affairs, that 
they z@ Hand in Hand in the Cosfequences, 
whether they do fo in their Capfes or no. 
French Power Supports. Swedifh Encruach- 
ments, and Swedifh Power makes room for French 
Conquefts ; and che Mutual Afhftance they give 
to one anocher, is fuch, ghat, if it be without all 
manner of Concert, tis very Rrange, and next 
Prodigious. 
eit uy Ma fhould ask me if this be all by 
Chance, P.thould beapt.to anfwer, asa poor 
Weak-headed Man did ia another Cafe; They 
had perfwaded the Man, that fix Frenchmen At- 
tempted to {teal the Menument away, but that 
the Watch ftop’d themon London-Bridge, and 
made them carry it back again ; the Poor Man 
defended himfelf a long time from-the Imypofliti- 
lity of the thing, but being impos’d upon at laft, 
in the Article too, and told what ftrangethings 
the French had done; i he, /uch a thing 
may be, but sis very unlikely. 
Were it not for ie War in Poland, the French 
Power would have. found it a difficult Task to 
have pierc’d the Provinces of Swaben and Fran 
Renland, and Thows themfelves on the Banks of 
the Danube; had the Bavarian offered to hhow 
Kim(elf in the Interefé of France, he would have 
had afl the Power of. Szxony juyning with the 


ation from the Divers. 


Bohemian Troops, immediately upon his back ¢: 
and the War he had kindled in the Heart ha te 
Empire, would have required no ftrength but 
that of the Empire to have extinguith’d it. 

Were it not for theWar inBavaria and the Ems 
pire, the Swede would have found’ another fort 
of Enemies on the Banks of the Vi/tula-to have 
engagd with, than the Mercenary Pole, or the 
Timerous Lithuanian, and the Imperial Power 
would foon have affifted his Polifh Majefty, to 
Defendhis Country from the Encroachments of 
the Swede, 

And the Sence of this cannot but be the rea- 


fony why the Swede infifts not on the Poffeffion 


of the Polifh Crown for himfelf; no Man carelfe 
Imagine why his Swedifh Majefty fhculd feta 
Private Palatinate, or Veywode of Poland to be 
King, and why this Man-more than the other, 
and more mighty Pretenders ? 

"Tis plain the Reafonsare thefe 

Firft, Ifhe had offered to feize the Crown for 
himfelf, be had brought the whole Power of Ger« 
mauy upon hisHands, whenever he had liv’d to fee 
them fectled again, and at Peace with the French. 

To avoid this, fome ofthe more PotitickCoun- 
cellors contriv’d a way to give him the Power 
without theName,inOrder to Introduce bothat 
laft; and this was the Projeét of making him be 
Declared Proteétor of Poland——But this he fore- 
fiw would turn the whole Nation upon him. 

The laft Medium, and indeed the moft Poli= 
tick, was to fec up a King of fome meaner Stock 
than ordinary, to bring the Nobility to acknow- 
ledge him by force, and fo to have the Crown the 
more entirely dependent upon himfelf. 

That this is a Mafterthip of Smedifh Policy, is 
true, and muft be own’d; andthe Cardinal Pri- 
mate, Prince Lubomisky, Prince Alexander Sobi- 
esky, andthe reff, are under a moft Mortifying 
Difappointment, and which if they had forefeen, 
I very much dcubt whether they-would have Ina 
fulted their Prince as they did: 

But at the fame time that the Swedes have dri- 
ven things to this height,they have been obliged 
to quit two Pretences, that both themfelves have 
made on one hand, and other People for them on 
the other 5 viz. 

1. That they fought to Reftore the Liberty of 
the Common- Wealth. 

2.. That they detign’d to Reftore the Prote--- 
ftant Religion in Poland. 


ApviceE fromthe Scandalous Civ ks. 


HE Gentleman with his Vertuous Bad 
Wife took up fo much of the cime laft 
Sitsing, the Society had no Leifure to hear fe- 


veral People that attended, but was oblig’d to 
put them off till to Day. 
Among? 
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Among thefe were feveral Complainers a- 
gainft our brethten of the Pen and Ink, call’d 
ews Writerss 

And firft, @ certain Perfon who feem’d to be 
in ha, deti’d tobe call’d in 

He told, thie Club he was an Undertaker, a 
Grave-Jobber, a Humane Raven, one that us‘d 
to fmell Death, and croak at the Door a Week 
aforehand ; and though he need not be told 
when any Man wanted a Cale cf his Office, but 
reading in the Poft Boy and Flying- Poft, Jaly 
27. that Sir Chriftopber Mufgrave was dead, a- 
way he run to the Howle co befpeak himfelf 
toferve the Funeral. When he came there, he 
found the Gentleman was alive, and being not 
fo wary as he fhould have been in that Cale, he 
difcover'd his Bulinefs, and was forc’t to be ve- 
ry Civil to the Servants to avoid fome ill 
Ufage. 

But this was notall: For whereas his Intereft 
was fo great in the Family before, that he made 
no queftion if the Perfon was Dead he was {ure 
of the Job ; the unfeafonable Application {0 dif- 
oblig’d the Family, that now he defpairs of it: 
Wherefore he defir’d the Society to order the 
faid News-Writers to make him Satisfa¢tion 
for his Lofs. 

The Club, after hearing his Complaint with 
agreat deal ot Patience, told him, in fhort, it 
was their Opinion there was no Satistaétion at 
all due to him, and that he had nothing but 
what he ought to expect, for believing any 
thing fuch People write. 

The Author of the Gazette demanded Audi- 
ence next, and wanted to know what he was 
Summoned for. 

He was told, he ftood Charg’d for faying, The 
D— wasrun away with my Lord G ‘ 
he Pleaded not Guilty, and Angrily put them 
upon the Proof, tov he affirm’d he never faid 
any fuch thing; whereupon che Society fhow'd 
him the London Gazeste of Monday, Fuly 24.where 
in the Article trém Port/mouth, he tays the L. 
G arriv’d at Port/mouth, in order to Em- 
bark for Lisbon, and thy day bis L psaild 
thitber from Spithead: The Society Demanded 
of him how that was poffible ? and at laft Con- 
cluded, That let who will carry him, his L—p 
a avery good Voyage if he got to Lisbon that 


ay. 

The Author finding the Cafe fo plain againft 
him, fubmitted, and was Entred according to 
Order. 

Another Famous Author was Summoned to 
Anfwer, for faying the Mufcovite Ambafladors 


were gone to make a Fortat Amferdam 


but he did not appear, and the Society Ad : 
journ’d the Debate, till they had fent into Aol- 


land to know, tor that poilibly the News might 
be true, and the States bad fold themlelves to 
the Czar of Mujcovy, and lo he might be Ere- 
ing a Fort ac Amflerdam to fecure the Pof 
{efhion. 

The Author of this Paper givesNotice toa 
Gentleman who tent him a kind Letter, fign’d 
T. W. containing a very extrzordinary Account 
from Hungaria, that if that Gentieman will 
pleafe but to give the Author any Affurance of 
the ee ot the Faét. iuch as he may 
upon, he conceives the the Publifhing it wal 
very ufeful to thadPublick, and ail see 
ly ferve to Illuminate the Underftandings of 
fome People who are pleafed tu be blinder than 
ordinary, in that Affair ; and the Author 
mentions it now, becaufe the Cafe of the pros 
teftants in Hungary will be the next Article 
we fhall enter upon , atter this of Sweden is 
over. 

A Gentleman was brought before the Club 
for fending the Author a Letter of the Mi- 
ftake in the Review, N° 41. abcur the King 
of Poland being at the battle ot Zenta. 

The Suciety tuld him it was but fair to give 
the Author one: Xevéew’s time to recover hime 
felf in; and then if be Multakes, and does not 
mend it, he is coutent to be Cenfui’d; but to 
find a fault before the Autor has time to find 
it himtelt, is catching him up betore he tails. 

Dvertifements are tal i 
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